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How to create an XML !le – Mac and Windows

There are an infinite number of reasons why you might want to create an XML file. Because XML files are infinitely
flexible in their structure, they have many different uses.

Because the structure of the file is determined by the file creator, you can use them to do many different things. For
example, they are often used by apps as configuration files. And because the file can be read by both machines and
humans, they have been widely adopted as an ideal way to create files that are updated by humans and then used by
all kinds of apps and computer functions. For example, XML files are used in New Feeds. The required fields and
structure of a News Feed RSS file is standardized. Now, if you want to create a New Feed that can be read by News
aggregators, you just need to create an XML file that complies with the standard and post the file.

What is an XML !le?

An XML (Extensible Markup Language) file is a plain text file that is used to store information. What makes an XML
file so useful is that

It’s a file you can use to communicate data to a computer
It’s platform-independent (works on all computers)
Unlike many other file types used to communicate with computers, it can also be easily read by humans.
The contents of an XML file – it’s tags, text and document structure – are defined by the file creator

Because the structure of the data in the XML file is created using tags defined by the file creator, an XML file is
infinitely customizable and can be used for many different applications. Here are a couple of examples.

Example 1 – Sitemap XML !les

If you want to submit your website’s pages to a search engine so that your pages get crawled, you create a
sitemap.xml file. This is a XML file that adheres to the XML Sitemap Protocol that has been defined by the industry.
For each page you want to submit, you provide the information as text inside the tags as defined in the protocol. The
search engine web crawler can then read the XML file and discover your website pages

Example 2 – App Con!guration File using for Scheduling Video Kiosk

For example, here is a configuration file used by the Video Kiosk app.

Search

Guides and TutorialsGuides and Tutorials

Android BasicsAndroid Basics

BasicsBasics

Help with BurningThumb AppsHelp with BurningThumb Apps

Where will your digital media |Where will your digital media |
digital signage project bedigital signage project be

installed?installed?

   Vote   

Adding a Google Account toAdding a Google Account to

an Android Devicean Android Device

Setting the Time Zone on anSetting the Time Zone on an

Android DeviceAndroid Device

Copying a folder from yourCopying a folder from your

computer to an Androidcomputer to an Android

DeviceDevice

Finding the Google DriveFinding the Google Drive

account for your Androidaccount for your Android

DeviceDevice

Finding the Google CalendarFinding the Google Calendar

for your Android Devicefor your Android Device

How to create an XML file onHow to create an XML file on

Windows and MacWindows and Mac

How to make an OverlayHow to make an Overlay

slide with transparentslide with transparent

background on Windows andbackground on Windows and

MacMac

Drive Download - AndroidDrive Download - Android

HelpHelp

Video Kiosk - Android HelpVideo Kiosk - Android Help

Virtual CD RW - Mac HelpVirtual CD RW - Mac Help

 bar, pub, club

 coffee shop, restaurant

 house of worship

 museum, theatre

 retail business, store

 service business

 school

 sports venue

 other

HomeHome » Contact UsContact Us » How To GuidesHow To Guides » How to create an XML File

Great Apps, Videos, and Books� � � � �

BloggingThumb

Apps Games Hardware Video Books About Us 

Customer Support 

https://burningthumb.com/wp-content/uploads/sitemap-xml-file-example.png
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/android-basics-add-google-account-to-android-device/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/android-basics-how-to-time-zone-on-android/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/android-basics-how-to-copy-a-folder-from-your-computer-to-an-android-device-using-android-file-transfer/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/how-to-find-the-google-drive-account-for-your-android-device-phone-tablet-tv/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/android-basics-how-to-find-the-google-calendar-account-for-your-android-device-phone-tablet-tv/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/create-xml-file/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/how-to-make-a-digital-on-screen-graphic-overlay-with-a-transparent-background/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/
https://burningthumb.com/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/app-how-to-guides-and-tutorials/
https://burningthumb.com/
https://burningthumb.com/category/bloggingthumb/
https://burningthumb.com/apps/
https://burningthumb.com/games/
https://burningthumb.com/hardware/
https://burningthumb.com/video/
https://burningthumb.com/books/
https://burningthumb.com/about-us/
https://burningthumb.com/contact-us/


As an App developer, you might want to be able to schedule your app from long distance. For example, your app
might be running at all of your customer’s stores across the country. You define an XML Schedule Protocol and
program your app to read and perform the commands in an XML schedule file that you create. Once an XML Schedule
file has been created, it can be uploaded over the internet to each device. In this way, the schedule on which your app
runs can be managed remotely.

This sample file is used by Video Kiosk to schedule playback times for media files. The structure of the configuration
file was determined by the developer of the app. A user can then follow the Syntax Guide to create an XML file and
then use it to control the playback behavior of Video Kiosk.

How to Create an XML !le

When you create an XML file, follow these guidelines.

Follow the General XML Specification rulesGeneral XML Specification rules so that your XML file complies with the XML Standards. In
particular, note that an XML file must be a Plain Text fileXML file must be a Plain Text file so that it is machine-readable.

For more information about the general XML Syntax rules, see https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XMLhttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/XML
Follow the Syntax Guide (content requirements)Syntax Guide (content requirements) for the type of XML file you are creating. A syntax guide
should be available from the developer or standards body that created the XML File. Most often a sample file or
an app to create the file is available.

For example, here is the Video Kiosk Schedule XML file Syntax Guide available in the Video Kiosk UsersVideo Kiosk Users
ManualManual.

Click to enlarge

Create the FileCreate the File using a text editor. An easy way to do this is by starting with an existing file of the type you are
creating and edit it.

For example, to create a Video Kiosk Schedule XML file, download the Video Kiosk Schedule XML FileVideo Kiosk Schedule XML File
Sample KitSample Kit and edit the sample file in it. (Just remember to also edit the filename.)
https://burningthumb.com/wp-content/uploads/video-kiosk-xml-schedule-file-sample-kit.zip Syntax
Guide available in the Video Kiosk Users ManualVideo Kiosk Users Manual.

How to create an XML !le – Mac

To create a plain text file on Mac, use an editor like TextEdit. (We used TextEdit because it comes free with your
Mac.)

1. Open TextEdit
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2. Create your .XML file

Click to enlarge

3. Enter the commands as documented in the Syntax Guide
4. Format it as plain text (TextEdit > Format > Make Plain Text)
5. Save your file and change the extension to “.XML” (TextEdit > Save)
6. When it prompts you about the file extension, confirm “Use .XML”

How to create an XML !le – Windows

To create a plain text file on Windows, use an editor like Notepad. (We used Notepad because it comes free with your
PC.)

1. Open Microsoft Notepad

2. Create your .XML file
3. Enter the commands as documented in the Syntax Guide
4. Save your file and change the extension to “.xml” (Notepad > Save)

Video Kiosk and XML !les

Video Kiosk uses XML files to store configuration data for a variety of Video Kiosk features. If you’re planning on
using XML files with Video Kiosk, please by aware of the file naming conventions by Video Kiosk that change the file
extension.

To edit the XML file, you need to name it with the file extension “.xml”. To deploy it with Video Kiosk, you need to add
the corresponding Video Kiosk file extension to the end of the filename.

Here’s an example:Here’s an example:

1. You create a schedule file for the Video Kiosk at your gym and name it “gym-videoloop-2021.schedule.xml”. You
use the “.xml” file extension so your computer knows which app to use to open the file.

2. Once you’re ready to deploy the file on Video Kiosk, change the filename to “gym-videoloop-2021.schedule”
and copy it to your device. You use the “.schedule” file extension so Video Kiosk knows how to use the file.

3. When you need to makes changes to the schedule file, rename it “gym-videoloop-2021.schedule.xml” and make
your changes.

4. Once you’re ready to deploy the modified file on Video Kiosk, change the filename back to “gym-videoloop-
2021.schedule” and copy it to your device.

Wipe your iPhone | iPad | iPod
| iOS device
iOS 6.0+

Get the App – $14.99 US

More InfoMore Info

How are you liking our products?

Let us know how we're doing.Let us know how we're doing.
Your feedback is veryYour feedback is very

important to us!important to us!

�����

Leave a Review

https://burningthumb.com/wp-content/uploads/textedit-mac-icon-400x400-r.png
https://burningthumb.com/wp-content/uploads/create-xml-file-textedit-mac-sample.png
https://burningthumb.com/wp-content/uploads/windows-notepad-icon-256x256-s.png
https://burningthumb.com/about-us/write-a-review/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/shredit-for-ios/id974796296?ls=1&mt=8
https://burningthumb.com/apps/shredit/shredit-for-ios/


For more information about the valid syntax for each Video Kiosk XML File, refer to the Video Kiosk TutorialsVideo Kiosk Tutorials or
the Video Kiosk Users ManualVideo Kiosk Users Manual

Did you !nd this useful? Please leave a comment

Thanks in advance for taking the time to let us know how we're doing.Thanks in advance for taking the time to let us know how we're doing.
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